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As we now approach the end of the 
school and uni year, everyone is 
ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƳƻŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ 
for Christmas parties, time at the beach & chillin out with 
friends over the break. 
The last Sunday in November has marked the start of the 
Advent season. A great time of preparation, anticipation 
and waiting for commemorating the birth of Jesus. We can 
get so caught up in the shopping and the parties that we 
forget to take the time to spiritually prepare for Christmas. 
Have you ever been excited for someone from interstate or 
overseas to come and visit you? You clean the house to 
make it comfortable for their stay, you prepare the best 
household goods to use and everyone is excited for their 
arrival. You prepare your best clothes for when they arrive 
ϧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
fantastic time to get excited! 
For us spiritually, we are invited to welcome Jesus into our 
lives everyday! We should be just as excited and prepare 
ourselves well for the celebration of Mass as we encounter 
the Body and Blood of Jesus. So during this Advent season 
you can reflect on - How well do you dress for Mass? How 
early do you arrive for Mass? Do you read the readings 
ahead of Mass to prepare for the spiritual message given to 
us in the scriptures? 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ 
companion we have in our lives ς WŜǎǳǎΗ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ           
excited for Advent ς a time of waiting and a time of hope! 
I encourage you to engage in an Advent calendar                     
program ς we have a few spiritual versions included in this 
newsletter. Get involved with your Parish Advent                         
reflections, set up an Advent wreath in your own home ς 
get spiritually prepared for Christmas! Be a sign of peace 
amoungst your families and friends during the busy holiday 
season too. 
I wish you, your families and friends a blessed Advent and 
Christmas season! 
 

God bless, 
Anita Parker 
 

Since the sixth century, on   

December 28, the Church has 
celebrated the memory of 

those children killed because of 
Herodôs rage against Christ (Mt 

2:16-17). Liturgica tradition 

refers to them as the ñHoly 
Innocentsò and regards them 

as martyrs. 

Throughout the centuries Christian art, poetry and popular 

piety have enfolded the memory of the ñtender flock of 
lambsò(125) with sentiments of tenderness and sympathy. 

These sentiments are also accompanied by a note of in-
dignation against the violence with which they were taken 

from their mothersô arms and killed. 

In our own times, children suffer innumerable forms of        

violence which threaten their lives, dignity and right to       
education. On this day, it is appropriate to recall the vast 

host of children not yet born who have been killed under 
abortion. Mindful of these specific problems, popular piety 

in many places has inspired acts of worship as well as   

displays of charity which provide assistance to pregnant 
mothers, encourage adoption and the promotion of the 

education of children. 

As recorded in the gospel of Matthew, after the visit of the 

Magi, Herod, in rage and jealousy, slaughtered all the 
baby boys in Bethlehem and surrounding countryside in 

an    attempt to destroy his perceived rival, the infant 
Messiah. These ñinnocentsò are honored by the 

Church as martyrs.  

In countries where our own innocents are daily being      

slaughtered by abortion, this feast day is a special time to   
remember the unborn, to pray for 

their cause. 

The Feast of the Holy Family  

celebrates the family unit and the 
Holy Family: Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph. The feast usually falls on 

the Sunday after Christmas . 
If Christmas is a Sunday, then 

the feast is celebrated on Decem-
ber 30th.  

Feast of Holy Innocents 28th December &  

Holy Family 30th December  
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